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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS  
 
BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE (BYOD) POLICY 
This year we have significantly upgraded the school’s ICT 
infrastructure to ensure that it meets all current needs, as well 
as allowing us to integrate new technology in future years. We 
recognise that ICT plays an increasingly important role in the 
delivery of quality educational programs, and this is no 
different at Jamestown Community School. A focus of our 
Senior School staff this year has been to use the online 
platform Microsoft Teams to connect with students both on 
and off site. This has been achieved through posting 
resources, tasks and links to relevant websites, while students 
can also submit tasks and be provided with prompt, online 
feedback. Following positive comments from students, middle 
school staff have also trialled using Teams with some of their 
classes.  
As we continue to expand our use of ICT across the school, we 
will be implementing a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Policy 
from the start of 2020. Our BYOD policy will allow families to 
purchase one of 3 recommended devices, at a discounted 
cost, with the necessary specifications to meet individual 
student needs. This will enable students to work on the one 
device, both at school and at home, to engage in their 
education. 
More details of the BYOD process will be sent home with 
students later this week. Additionally, we will be holding a 
BYOD Parent Information Evening on Tuesday 12th November 
at 5pm at the school. This evening will provide further details 
about the policy, including how to purchase devices. We will 
also have each of the devices available on site for families to 
look at. 
 
2020 CLASS STRUCTURES 
While our major focus continues to be on ensuring high 
quality learning programs continue until the end of term for 
all students, we are well underway in preparing for the 2020 
school year. As part of this planning, there has been significant 
time devoted to planning the class structure for next year. Our 
priority when structuring classes is allocating our available 
resources to provide learning environments that maximise 
student learning and wellbeing outcomes. 
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DIARY DATES – Term  4 
 
Week 3:  28/10/19 to 1/11/19 

 Tuesday – Yr7/ 8 Transition 2020 Evening 
6pm-7pm 

 Friday – Bizzy Bugs 
 
Week 4:  4/11/19 to 8/11/19 

 Monday & Tuesday – Year 8 Interviews 

 Monday – Yr 12 Biology Exam 

 Thursday – Yr 8/9 Table Tennis Grand Final 

 Friday – 9am General Maths Yr 12 exam 

 Friday – Story & Rhyme Time 

 Friday – Donut Van 

 Friday – SRC Jnr Movie Night 
 
Week 5:  11/11/19 to 15/11/19 

 Monday – Traffic Lights go home 

 Tuesday – R-6 Scien-tastic Tour 

 Wednesday – 2020 Reception Transition 
Parent Session 5.30pm-6pm 

 Wednesday – Yr 9/10 Home Ec Banquet @ 
6pm 

 Thursday – R-6 Life Matters 11-11.40am 

 Thursday – Yr 12 Psychology Exam 

 Friday – STUDENT FREE DAY 

 Friday – Yr 12 Dinner 

 Friday – Bizzy Bugs 

 Friday – Yr 12 PE Exam 
 
Week 6:  18/11/19 to 22/11/19 

 Tuesday – 2020 Reception transition start of 
day to recess 

 Tuesday – 7pm Cambodia Presentation 

 Thursday – 2020 Yr 8 Transition 9am-12.40pm 

 Friday – Story & Rhyme Time 

 Friday – Yr 8/9 Tag Rugby Carnival 

 Friday – Donut Van 

 Friday – Yr 9/10 ”Under the Lights” Dance 

 Friday – Casual Clothes Day “Dream Big” 
Theme 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 Student Free Day – Friday 15/11/19 

(Week 5 Term 4) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
The class structure for 2020 will be: 
Primary Classes 

 Reception/Year 1 

 Year 1/2  

 Year 3/4  

 Year 5/6  

Middle School classes 

 Year 7  

 Year 8  

 Year 9  
 

Senior School classes 

 Year 10  

 Year 11 

 Year 12 

The three sub-schools will continue to work collaboratively to ensure continuity of learning for students across 
Reception – Year 12. Additional details, such as staffing and room allocations, are still to be determined. 
If you would like to provide input into your child’s class allocation for 2020, please submit this in writing to 
either myself or Jess Hounsell by Friday 8th November. This can be directed to us through the school email at 
dl.0777_info@schools.sa.edu.au or delivered to the school. 
 
STAFFING ANNOUNCEMENTS 
I am happy to announce that Catherine Foran and Tamara Schmidt have both won ongoing Primary teaching 
positions at Jamestown Community School. Both have made a positive contribution since starting at the school 
this year, quickly forming effective relationships with students and families. We look forward to having 
Catherine and Tamara as part of our teaching team in years to come. 
 
PARENT OPINION SURVEY 
The Parent Opinion Survey is an opportunity for families to provide feedback regarding how you view the 
school’s performance this year. We encourage you to complete the multiple choice questions for each child you 
have at school (complete 3 surveys if you have 3 children at school, one for each child reflecting your thinking 
on their individual experiences at school this year). We recognise that not all students may have the same 
experiences each year, and this provides you with the flexibility to answer differently for each child. 
We encourage you to complete the survey online, however there are hard copies available at the front desk. To 
complete the survey online, please go to:  
https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/JamestownCSparentopinionsurvey2019 
 The survey is currently open, and will close at 5pm on Friday 15th November. The feedback collected from the 
survey provides us with valuable information to improve the quality of education we provide.  
 
STUDENT FREE DAY (FRIDAY 15TH NOVEMBER) 
A reminder that Friday 15th November (Week 5) is a Student Free Day. Staff will be using this day to analyse 
student achievement data from 2019, and to undertake planning for 2020.  
 
GOOD LUCK TO YEAR 12’s 
Finally, best wishes to our Year 12 students who had their last formal lessons with us last week. We marked this 
occasion with a breakfast hosted by staff, and then a whole school farewell assembly. These last couple of weeks 
are a stressful time as students complete final assessment tasks, revising and then sitting exams, which conclude 
on Friday 15th November. On behalf of the Jamestown school community, we wish our Year 12’s all the best 
over the next few weeks. 

 
Regards,  
 
Michael Gaunt 
Principal 
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R-6 NEWS  

 
A reminder that students are not to be on school grounds before 8.30am as teachers are not on duty prior to 
that. Thank you for your assistance.  
 
Over the past couple of weeks, I have been meeting with our Reception students for 2020. They will begin their 
transition visits on Tuesday 19 November attending until the end of recess, and completing on Tuesday 3 
December with a full day visit. We wish them well in their schooling journey.  
 
SWIMMING LESSONS 
During Week 7 (25 November – 29 November), R-6 students will be participating in swimming lessons. This is 
an invaluable week where students are taught strokes, survival and the importance of being safe around the 
water. More information will be sent home closer to the time along with a program of when your child/ren 
lessons are.  
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 
With the warmer weather approaching a number of students have been lapsing with their school uniform. It is 
a requirement to wear school uniform every day along with a school bucket hat. Please see the front office to 
purchase new uniforms or there are a number of second hand uniforms available.  
 
SAVE THE DATE 
The R-6 students and staff would like to invite families and friends to Bundaleer Forest for an end of year get 
together on Thursday 5 December from 10-2pm. The students will be transported out to the forest by bus where 
they will participate in nature play activities and have a picnic recess and lunch. If the weather is forecast to be 
over 350C we will participate in activities at school. More information to come closer to the date.  

 
Should you have any queries or issues, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school or via email 
jillian.hudson336@schools.sa.edu.au 

 
Jillian Hudson  
R-6 Coordinator 
 

7-9 NEWS  

 
PRACTICUM TEACHER 
We would like to thank Liz Sgherza, who has been at JCS for the past two and a half weeks with Morgan and 
Ella. Liz has been working with the Year 7 English class, the Year 9/10 HPE class and the Receptions for both 
HASS and HPE. We wish Liz all the best in her final days at JCS and the remainder of her teaching degree.  
 
TRANSITION PROGRAM 
Reminder that the first of the two transition days for the Year 8's in 2020 is Thursday November 21st. This is a 
half day session where students arrive at school from 8:30am and will return to normal lessons or their feeder 
school at 1:20pm. The second transition day is Thursday 28th November. This is a full day where students will 
arrive from 8:30am and finish the day at 3:10pm when our school day concludes.  
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WEEK 9 ACTIVIES 
Middle School teachers are busily discussing Week 9 activities for our students. As we continue to plan these 
activities, more details will become available to families. Please watch this space as more details become 
available.  
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact me via the front office or on 
Morgan.Slattery157@schools.sa.edu.au  
 
Morgan Wallis  
7-9 Coordinator 
 

10-12 NEWS  

 

YEAR 12 BREAKFAST & ASSEMBLY 
Last Friday our year 12 students devoured 
a cooked breakfast prepared by our staff, 
quite an enjoyable way to celebrate their 
last official school day.  
The whole school also farewelled our Year 12s at an assembly, with reflections 
from our Year 12s about their highlights, advice for future students and 
associated challenges.   
The following two weeks see the students sit their final exams and we wish them 

well with those. Exams reflect not only the weeks of 
preparation but the commitment over the whole 
school year. Teachers have scheduled extra classes out 
of school hours, to assist the student’s in their readiness, siblings have helped with 
revision, parents have been sounding boards for content and responses. Ideally, Year 
12 is a collaborative effort, led by the student. Everyone’s contributions and patience 
are appreciated.  
 

Our final farewell is at the Year 12 Dinner, with parents, students and teachers sharing 
a meal while reflecting on the past 13 years.  
 

Year 12 Exam Venue has CHANGED – All will be held in the library at the Community 
School.  
 
APPRENTICESHIP FOR ANDREW CRADOCK!  
Congratulations to Andrew Cradock, who has recently been signed up for a school-based 
apprenticeship with Rice Electrical. Thanks to Brian for supporting school 
apprenticeships. This is very fortunate for Andrew with his immediate post-school 
planning taken care of. We wish Andrew well. 
 
YEAR 10 & 11 STUDENTS SCIENCE EXCURSION 
Hats off to Lyn Zanker and Mark Stephenson, who took their Science students out to the windfarm and solar 
battery on the hottest day of the term to date! Albeit warm, the students learnt a considerable amount and 
were able to better comprehend the size and functions of the infrastructure.  
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CAMBODIA PRESENTATIONS 
Thank you to the students, parents and extended community members who attended our Cambodia reflection 
last Wednesday. Extending the learning and experience out into the community strengthens not only the local 
knowledge, but the girl’s ability to retain the extensive learning that they undertook. If you missed out there is 
another opportunity… 

YEAR 12 JUMPERS FOR 2020 
Invoices and information for these were given to students last week. The closing date for payment is Tuesday 
November 5th, to ensure that the clothing is ready for the start of the 2020 year.  Please let me know if you have 
any queries or speak to Michelle Hams in the front office regarding payment.  
 
TAFE SHEARING SCHOOL @ BOOLEROO 
As part of our MNSEC collaborations, Joseph Jacka, Ben Clark and Michaela Tohl participated in a shearing 
course run via Booleroo District School. The course was very practical and informative, with great reports from 
the students. Embracing interschool opportunities such as this is a great way to enhance the opportunities for 
our students. Well done to those involved. Ben and Joe have a reflection elsewhere in the newsletter.  
 
CALENDAR DATES 

 SWOTVAC Week for exam students this week 

Monday October 28th – Friday November 1st Week 3, Term 4 

 Year 12 Exams   Monday November 4th – Friday November 15th Week 4 & 5, Term 4 

 Year 12 Dinner   Friday November 15th, Week 5, Term 4 

 Year 11 Exams   Monday November 18th – Thursday November 21st Week 6, Term 4 

 Cambodia Presentation  Tuesday November 19th @ 7pm in the library, Week 6, Term 4 

 Year 10 Exams   Monday November 25th – Friday November 29th Week 7, Term 4 

 Canberra Trip    Monday November 25th – Friday November 29th Week 7, Term 4 

 
If you have any questions or need further information, please don’t hesitate 
to make contact via email Danya.McKay149@schools.sa.edu.au 
 
Danya McKay 
10-12 Coordinator 

 
YEAR 1 CLASS NEWS 
 
Wow I cannot believe it is Term 4 already. We have had a fun but busy start 
to the term. 
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MATHS 
In Maths we have been looking at time. We learnt how to tell the time to the hour 
and half an hour. On Friday afternoon we have joined up with Mrs Lehmann and 
the 2/3 class doing Buddy Maths. It has been great to work with older buddies doing 
a variety of Maths activities.   
 
LITERACY 
In Literacy we have finished writing Narratives. Last term we finished our own 
books. We have begun writing Procedures which has been great. We have also 
continued our visits to the Library to borrow books, Buddy Reading, Recounts and 
Jolly Phonics.  
 
Here’s what we have enjoyed about the term so far: 
Kamryn: Design and Tech  

Cameron: Miss Foran teaching us 
Toby: Design and Tech with Ms Hudson 
Klaudia: Maths and learning time 
Ruby: Making Puppets in Design and Tech, learning time and narratives. 
Millie: Art and Literacy 
Skyla: Design and Tech and Literacy 
Olivia: Design and Tech and Literacy 
Alicia: Seeing Miss Foran and Art 
Jake: Assembly and Design and Tech 
Muntarla: Miss Foran teaching us. 
Kaylee: Learning time in Maths. 
Piper: Puppets in Design and Tech and Miss Foran teaching us. 
Ella: Art and making our clocks in Maths. 
Odin: Time in Maths. 
Rascal: Playing with my friends. 
 
Catherine Foran 
Yr 1 Home Group Teacher 

 

WIND FARM VISIT  
 

On Thursday the 24th of October, most of the Yr. 11 Physics students and Yr. 10 
Science students were invited to visit the NEOEN Hornsdale Wind Farm. We 
were in two groups, both groups got to tour the site with either the Site 
Manager, Myles or the Team Leader, Darren. Meanwhile the other group did 
an Engineering Challenge with our host and Asset Manager for NEOEN, Clement 
Viaud. All of the Site Staff were very accommodating, willing to share their 
knowledge and answer questions.  
 
Some of the great memories from the visit include: 
Charlotte:  The best thing was being able to get up close to the towers & able 

to touch as well as learn about them. 



 

 

Kent:  Best thing about Lego building was making it & testing it in the wind & then using the power to spin the 
fan. 
Alicia:  Best thing about the tour was when the tour guide explained what his job was and where he went for 
work. 
Bree:  Best thing about the tour was it was interesting hearing the guide’s experience with the different locations 
of windfarms & also liked getting to see them up close & touch them. 
Ella:  Best thing about the tour was I learnt quite a lot about the battery & it was very interesting. 
Monique:  Best thing about the Lego building was getting a more hands-on understanding of the construction 
of the turbines.  
Mrs Z:  They bought the Lego Technic Education packs for our visit. Wow! 
 
We feel so privileged knowing that we were the first school group to 
ever visit the NEOEN site and that on a windy day in full production that 
we were made to feel so welcome.  Thanks also to Mr Best for being our 
driver. 
 
Mrs Lyn Zanker & Mr Mark Stephenson 
Senior School Science Teachers 
 

YEAR 12 COMMUNITY STUDIES-CONGRATULATIONS VANESSA AND ISOBELA! 
 
Throughout the year 
Vanessa Reid and 
Isobela K, two of 
Jamestown Community 
School’s talented Year 
12 students have been 
working on a major, 
creative project as part 
of their Community 
Studies program.  
 
This has been a 
significant undertaking and has involved the combination of organisational, 
administrative and creative skills as the 



 

 

pair brainstormed potential concepts, presented their plans to the 
school’s Governing Council, ordered materials, and produced their 
fantastic final piece. 
 
When asked about the rationale behind their work Vanessa stated 
that she ‘wanted to do this to show the community how creative 
and fun our school is’, this sentiment was echoed by Isobela, who 
mentioned that the mural ‘highlights creative aspects of the town, 
specifically the school as anyone who sees it can pick up that we 
are an engaging and creative place’. 
Both students would like to thank those who supported them 
throughout this project, a list which includes Brodie O’Dea who 
built the frame for the blue-board canvas, Peter Hughes whose 
experience proved invaluable in the selection and application of 
suitable materials, Danielle Malone and the SRC who provided 

funding for the paints, Principal, Michael Gaunt who supported the development of the project, and many 
others who played their part along the way.  
 
I would personally like to thank Vanessa and Isobela for their enthusiasm and persistence throughout the year, 
it is a wonderful reflection upon the school and they should both be proud of their work.  
 
I wish them both the best for the future and am sure that there are many exciting opportunities to come. 
Cheers. 
 
Harvey Watson 
Year 12 Community Studies Teacher 
 

JCS STUDENT LEADERSHIP LEADERSHIP UPDATE FOR TERM 4 
 
After reviewing the year of student leadership, they have provided feedback on various aspects of the year. 
Overall, election processes, activities and events were going smoothly for Junior School Presidents, class 
representatives and House Captain roles. They are looking forward to the Movie Night on Friday in week 4 and 
the House Captains, along with prospective House Captains for next year, are running ‘Fun Friday’ in the last 
lesson of weeks 2, 4, 6 & 8. They have started with some sports day games and will continue with a variety of 
physical challenges.  
 
Middle School President and Vice President roles that were new this year are considered to be going very well. 
This small group of 4 have enjoyed their roles and are looking to involve more students with student led 
activities. They have been busy with different initiatives including the games afternoon and social dance coming 
up. They have 4 action groups they are keen to develop further, being; the 9/10 Social group, Games group, A 
book club group and a Muso group. All looking at positive ways to engage with peers without screens!  
 
The Senior School leaders are looking to create a more dynamic group of leaders and have a restructure of the 
executive committee. They thought the Sports Day colour run this year was excellent in brightening up the 
event and plan to make the Fun Run a Colour run again but without the fundraising element. They have worked 
hard to provide sports equipment for students but are disappointed in the way the equipment is not taken care 
of by all students.  
 



 

 

 
The ‘Out of the Shadows’ suicide prevention day walk was a very meaningful event for many of the older 
students with a great deal of expanded empathy, discussion about mental health and wellbeing which is a big 
issue for many young people. They are keen to continue having a focus on having an awareness raising event 
such as this each year.  
 
The students are keen for the possibility of a SRC leaders camp for Jamestown Student Leaders at the end of 
this term. This would involve past leaders mentoring new leaders and the new group, getting to know each 
other more, build on individual and group strengths, practice public speaking and plan for the year ahead. 
Discussions amongst Senior students about the possibility of a MNSEC Seniors student leaders gathering 
including SRC and House Captains, have been positive and provide an opportunity for enthusiasm around 
leading within the school environment. 
 
Danielle Malone 
SRC Coordinator 

 

 

 

CANTEEN FRUIT & VEG ROSTER 
Please provide donations of any produce that can either be frozen or put in the pantry. Items can be either left 
at the front office or taken directly to the canteen on a day that suits you during your rostered week.  
Week beginning: 
Mon 28th October Kathryn Scott, Tanya Seddon, Mandy Sims, Claire Smallacombe, Tracey Peters. 
Mon 4th November Mel Sparks, Jodie Stephens, Karen Tohl, Merryn Liddell. 
Mon 11th November Lynda Walters, Donna Warner, Katrina Talbot, Wanda Wehrmann. 
THANKYOU 
We would like to thank all parents who donate goods to the canteen and the parents who volunteer their time 
in the canteen to help Julie out.  Thank you. 
DONATIONS of the following goods are appreciated as they are used regularly:-   Strawberries, Apples, Bananas, 
Oranges, Grapes (seedless), Watermelon, Onions, Carrots, Zucchinis, Broccoli, Lettuce, Tomatoes, Sausage 
Meat, Mince Meat, Sausages, Steak (stir-fry), Chicken Breasts, Hot Dog rolls, Wraps, Pasta (spaghetti & spirals), 
Rice, Packet Cake Mix, Icing Sugar, Patty Pans, Puff Pastry & Ice Cream 
Please note that Canteen Roster is now on FlexiBuzz 
 

CANTEEN ROSTER 
Week 3  Week 4 Week 5 
28/10 Nicki Morgan   4/11 Vicki Daly 11/11 Sharon Millane  
29/10 Janelle Butterick   5/11 Narelle Cootes 12/11  
30/10 Kylie Kupke   6/11 Tanya Francis 13/11 Prudence Honner 
31/10    7/11  14/11 Lisa O’Dea 
  1/11 Karen Heness   8/11 Mel Hagger 15/11 STUDENT FREE DAY 
Please note that all Canteen Rosters are now on FlexiBuzz 
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