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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS  
 
RESPONSE TO COVID-19 
Recent weeks have been very challenging and uncertain across the world as we 
collectively work to slow the spread of coronavirus. At a local level, our school, 
based upon advice and direction from the Department for Education, SA Health 
and the Federal Government, have taken the following actions to protect our 
students, staff and the wider community. 
 
Camps and Excursions 
 So far we have made the decision to cancel, postpone or modify a range of 
school events including: 

 MNSEC Athletics 

 End of term and weekly Primary assemblies 

 SACE Art trip to Adelaide 

 Stage 1 Physics and Biology excursion 

 Choir trip to Terowie & Regional Choir Practices 

 National Day of Action against Bullying picnic 

 MNSEC Formal 

 Governing Council Working Bee 

 Term 2 Parent Teacher Interviews will be conducted via phone 

 Work Experience & Year 10 Careers Camp (have both been postponed) 
Families who have paid for any camp or excursion will be provided with a full 
refund.  
Decisions on camps and excursions scheduled to be held later in the year will be 
made in due course. 
 
Staff and Student Illness 
The Department for Education has issued the following information to all 
educational sites: 
 If staff present to work unwell, managers will send them home and will advise 
them to attend a medical practitioner as soon as possible to seek advice on the 
period of absence. 
 Advice is for students to stay home if they are unwell. 
 If students display flu like symptoms at school, parents/caregivers will be 
contacted immediately and infection control practices will be enacted. 
This advice is designed to prevent the spread of communicable diseases, and it 
is essential that all members of our school community follow these directions. 
 Additional Hygiene Procedures 
All students across Reception to Year 12 are being supervised to wash hands 
before and after eating at recess and lunch breaks. Students are also working at 
set desks in their classrooms as much as possible. 
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DIARY DATES – Term  1 
 
Week 9  23/3-27/3/20 
Mon - MNSEC Athletics 

Carnival @ JCS - 
CANCELLED 

Tue - Regional Choir Practice 
- CANCELLED 

Frid - SAPSASA Swimming & 
Marion - CANCELLED 

- - Bizzy Bugs - CANCELLED 
- - Donut Van 
- - Yr 11 & 12 Art Camp @ 

Adelaide - CANCELLED 
Sat - Combined Working Bee 

between JCCC & JCS 
9am to 12pm - 
CANCELLED 

 
Week 10  30/3-3/4/20 
Tues - R-6 Easter Seminars 

11am - CANCELLED 
Wed - R-6 Think U Know 

sessions - POSTPONED 
Thurs - KO Basketball @ 

Jamestown - 
CANCELLED 

Frid - Yr 11/12 Formal @ 
Gladstone - 
POSTPONED 

- Story & Rhyme Time - 
CANCELLED 

 
Week 11 6/4-10/4 
Tues - SSSA Athletics @ 

Adelaide – CANCELLED 
- Yr 8 & 10 

Immunisations 9am in 
the Community Room 

Wed - Yr 7-12 Think U Know 
Sessions - POSTPONED 

Thur - Last day of Term 3 
- Whole School Assembly 

- CANCELLED 
- Early Dismissal 

Frid - GOOD FRIDAY 
 

 

 



 

 

 
Planning for possible School Closures 
While at this stage there are no plans to close school sites in South Australia, circumstances may change and 
closures may be required at some stage. In the event of school closure, it is expected that learning does not 
stop.  
At Jamestown we are well prepared for this eventuality through the expansion our current use of learning 
platforms that can be accessed off-site. This includes: 

 Using Microsoft Teams (for Secondary classes) to deliver lessons, and provide access to resources, task sheets 
and feedback 

 Using Class Dojo (for Primary classes) to communicate learning programs, resources and expectations  

 Providing paper based resources where necessary to complement online platforms and for students who do 
not have digital access at home 

 Additional support will be negotiated where possible. 
 
Please communicate with the school if you choose to keep your child/ren at home. We will be able to provide 
some learning tasks for students to continue at home, however providing this work may take some time for 
teachers to arrange. 
 
Communication to our School Community 
The Covid-19 situation is changing on a daily basis and this may mean that we have to make changes to our 
regular site based operations. We will communicate any information and changes through our range of 
communication platforms - email, Flexibuzz App and JCS Facebook page.  
Please monitor these regularly to ensure you are informed; information can be relayed quicker through these 
platforms compared to hard copies of letters home via students. 
I understand that this is an uncertain time for all of us. We will continue to keep families informed as 
circumstances change, and please contact the school if you have any further questions or concerns. 
 

Advanced Notice – Term 2 Student Free Days 
Monday 18th May (Week 4) 
Friday 19th June (Week 8) 

 

Working Bee Cancelled 
In line with current health guidelines, the Working Bee scheduled for this Saturday (28th March) has been 
cancelled. 

 
Michael Gaunt 
Principal 

 

R-6 NEWS  

 
During these uncertain times we are taking each day as it comes ensuring our students are in a safe 
environment. All classes are adhering to strict handwashing guidelines throughout the day as well as 
maintaining a clean environment with regular cleaning of the desks when students move to alternative rooms. 
The students have been very diligent with handwashing and maintaining hygienic conditions in the classroom.  
 
 

 



 

 

Students have been or will have a home learning pack sent home this week. This work is to be completed if the  
school should shut. This is not to be completed now only in the event of the school closing. If you are self-
isolating, please let your student’s teacher know. If you have any questions, please speak to your child’s teacher.  
 
Thank you for your understanding.  
 
Belongings 
Please remember to label belongings. There have been a number of containers, jumpers and hats left lying 
around the yard so if you are missing any please speak to your child’s class teacher or have a look in lost property 
in the Front office.  
 
Should you have any queries or issues, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school or via email 
jillian.hudson336@schools.sa.edu.au  
 
Keep safe in these uncertain times! 

 
Jillian Hudson  
R-6 Coordinator 
 

7-9 NEWS  

 
Well done to all participants at our Sports Day! I was particularly impressed by the sportsmanship displayed by 
our students, supporting one another and giving encouragement throughout the whole day.  
 
A reminder to all students to remember to wash your hands before and after eating and to continue safe 
hygiene practices and social distancing. Our teachers will continue to provide the best education for our 
students, with the focus being the onsite program. For students and families choosing to self-isolate, we 
appreciate your support and patience in giving teachers time to provide educational materials. If you have any 
questions or concerns, I can be contacted through the front office to arrange a meeting or via email at 
Tyson.hartley232@schools.sa.edu.au 
 
Tyson Hartley   
7-9 Coordinator 
 

10-12 NEWS 

 
Hi everyone,  
I just want to reiterate that we have the student’s education and wellbeing at the forefront of our minds as we 
grapple with the current COVID-19 challenges facing our society. Many changes have come in to play, yet some 
things have remained constant, with one being that our teachers are reliably doing their best for the learning 
of your child.  
Student’s undertaking their SACE have some raised concerns based around timelines and Year 12 results. Please 
consider the following whilst supporting your child:  

 SACE is a flexible entity that is invested in helping every child achieve their SACE this year, and are 
navigating through this process with an outward investment in the teachers on site and their 
curriculum judgement. 

 Fairness and equity are high priorities 
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 Students will still have pathways to universities and TAFE, and we will be working with SATAC and 
others to ensure this is the case.  

 The CEO of SACE, Martin Westwall is negotiating with curriculum authorities across Australia to ensure 
there is a consistent national approach.  

 There are two SACE websites. One is specifically for teachers and parents, and one is for students. 
Parents and students are encouraged to view these to assure them during this time. 

 
Holiday Study Sessions 
Adelaide Tuition Centre is working towards putting their Year 12 Study sessions online or in a revision package. 
I will update the students with this information and as a site we will continue to support this useful method of 
revision for exams.  
 
Curriculum Delivery via Microsoft Teams 
Our capable SACE teachers are prioritising the practical components of their subjects, with professional 
judgement, utilising the opportunity to teach students face-to-face. As an enhancement to this teaching, our 
10-12 students have become well versed in Microsoft Teams – which is an online platform for curriculum 
sharing. Our 2020 site priority is ensuring that all students 10-12 can access their assessment tasks and 
supporting documents via this platform, having worked towards this in 2019. Having this in place already gives 
me great confidence that the students can continue to access their curriculum, teacher support, submit drafts 
& completed works and receive grades via a reliable, familiar platform should there be any absences or break 
in face-to-face education throughout the year. Microsoft Teams also has a videos and conferencing as an easy-
to-use use tool for learning.  
 
10-12 CALENDAR 

 Cancelled Events 
RST Training sessions in group settings. 1:1 Training offering to those on a priority-based need 
Holiday Revision Sessions Face-to-Face 

 Postponed events 
Year 10 Work Experience 
Year 10 Careers Trip 
Year 11/12 Formal 

 Under Review:  
Year 11 Canberra Trip 

 
Congratulations to Alisha Hart! 
Alisha has recently completed her second Central Queensland (CQU) University subject in pursuit of achieving 
her career dream of being an Accountant. It is with pride that I share her recent results of a High Distinction in 
Foundations of Business Law, accompanied by a letter of commendation for her high achievement! Alisha’s 
commitment to her studies has been steadfast, and this recognition and level of achievement is a direct result 
of that. Well done, Alisha! 
 
You are welcome to contact me via email Danya.Mckay149@schools.sa.edu.au or via the front office if you 
would like further clarification. Or go to the SACE website www.sace.sa.edu.au 
 
Danya McKay 
10-12 Coordinator 
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56TS CLASS NEWS 
 

This term in English the 5/6 class have 
looked at the experiences of others in the 
recent Australian bushfires. Students read 
articles and Jackie French’s book titled 
‘Fire’. We brainstormed a list of words we 
could use in our writing and bumped up 
these words to make them more 
interesting for example hot - blistering. 
Students then created their own comics to 
tell a story. Below are some student 
examples. We are now writing 
journal entries from two different 
characters perspectives. 

 
We have also been working with the 
R/1 class to teach them how to use 
the computers and iPads. We have 
enjoyed working with them and 
love seeing how excited our buddies get to use the iPads.  

 
Tamara Schmidt 
56TS Home Group Teacher 
 

YEAR 9 NEWS 
 
With the current situation regarding Covid-19, at this stage we are yet to make a decision on Ski Trip. A decision 
will be made early next term based on the updated health information and recommendations at the time. If 
you have any questions or concerns, I can be contacted through the front office to arrange a meeting or via 
email at Tyson.hartley232@schools.sa.edu.au 

 
Tyson Hartley 
Year 9 Homegroup Teacher
 

SAPSASA NEWS 
 
Well done to the following students who represented Jamestown in Adelaide last week for SAPSASA tennis and 
cricket.  
Tom Couzner (cricket), Ryan Mckay (tennis), Cayla Hall (tennis). 
Harry Couzner (Cricket) and George Jacka (tennis) were also selected however were unable to participate.  
 
Tamara Schmidt 
JCS SAPSASA Coordinator 
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PCW NEWS 
 
Hi Everyone,  
 I am just writing on behalf of the Jamestown Chaplaincy Support Group to let you know that they are 
disappointed that they have to cancel the Hot Cross Bun breakfast at the school this term. It was decided that 
under the current circumstances it would be best not to go ahead. The JCSG hope to connect with the school 
community at another time during the year. 
Stay safe everyone, 
Erin Booth 
PCW 
 

 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER 
Week 9  Week 10 Week 11 
23/3  30/3 Colleen Broad   6/4 
24/3 Tara Hunt 31/3    7/4 Sharon Millane 
25/3    1/4    8/4  
26/3    2/4    9/4  
27/3 Meagan Catford   3/4 Karen Heness 10/4  
Please note that all Canteen Rosters are now on FlexiBuzz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CANTEEN FRUIT & VEG ROSTER 
Please provide donations of any produce that can either be frozen or put in the pantry. Items can be either left 
at the front office or taken directly to the canteen on a day that suits you during your rostered week.  
Week beginning: 
Mon 23rd March Libby Jacka, Kylie Booth, Leonie Keatley 
Mon 30th March Kristy McRostie, Erin Chase, Kylie Wells 
Mon 6th April Linda Thelning, Craig Marlow, Katrina McDonald, Mikayla Woodburgess  
THANKYOU 
We would like to thank all parents who donate goods to the canteen and the parents who volunteer their time 
in the canteen to help Julie out.  Thank you. 
DONATIONS of the following goods are appreciated as they are used regularly:-   Strawberries, Apples, Bananas, 
Oranges, Grapes (seedless), Watermelon, Onions, Carrots, Zucchinis, Broccoli, Lettuce, Tomatoes, Sausage 
Meat, Mince Meat, Sausages, Steak (stir-fry), Chicken Breasts, Hot Dog rolls, Wraps, Pasta (spaghetti & spirals), 
Rice, Packet Cake Mix, Icing Sugar, Patty Pans, Puff Pastry & Ice Cream 
Please note that Canteen Roster is now on FlexiBuzz 
 

SCHOOL IMMUNISATION PROGRAM 2020 
 
Immunisation Providers will be visiting Jamestown Community School on Tuesday 7th of April, 2020 at 9.00am 
in the Community Room to administer the following vaccines.  Any students that in self quarantine & well are 
welcome to still come in for a vaccination - 

Year 8 students 
Dose 1 of human papillomavirus vaccine, (Gardasil) Diphtheria, tetanus, & whooping cough vaccine (Boostrix) 

Year 10 students 
Dose 1 Meningococcal B (Bexsero) Meningococcal ACWY (Nimenrix) 

Any queries contact Gladstone Health Centre ph: 86622158 
 


